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Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 
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In response to the Office Action November 20, 2002, Applicants provide the following election. 
Applicant hereby elects Species 6, readable on claim 2 and described in Figs. 1(a) to 1(d) and 
Fig. 10. An additional difference between this embodiment and other embodiment is the step shown in 
Fig. 1(c) wherein the step of cleaning the substrate bearing the resist mask is cleaned by N 2 plasma 
treatment, corresponding to embodiments 6 and 12 for prosecution in this application. Claims 1, 3-7, 9, 
12-16, and 23-24 are generic. 

Should the Examiner believe a conference would be of benefit in expediting the prosecution of 
the instant application, he is hereby invited to telephone counsel to arrange such a conference. 
Respectfully submitted, 




Donald R. Studebaker 
Registration No. 32,815 
Nixon Peabody LLP 
8180 Greensboro Drive 
Suite 800 

McLean, Virginia 22102 
(703) 770-9300 
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I£l The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any addEj^nal ?§?s 
required or credit any overpayments to Deposit Account No. 19-^80 for the 
above identified docket number. CD 
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